
Solar PV Request for Proposals 
City of Stillwater 2026 Solar PV Solicitation 

Addendum 2 

This Addendum modifies the original Request for Proposals, including any previously issued 

addenda, only as specifically set forth below. All provisions of the original Request for 

Proposals remain in effect unless expressly modified by this Addendum. In the event of a 

conflict between the original Request for Proposals and this Addendum, the terms of this 

Addendum shall govern. This Addendum shall be binding on all respondents whether or not 

receipt of this Addendum is acknowledged in their proposal. 

 
The following is list of questions received form Vendors. The Questions were answered to the 
best of the City’s ability.  Any follow up questions can be addressed after the RFP Process is 
closed and a selection is made.  
 
1. Xcel Energy Interconnection & Metering: During the site visit, we discussed Xcel Energy's 

requirements and codes regarding existing Xcel metering equipment and interconnection 
approval. Have any of these sites received exceptions, or have exception requests been 
filed with Xcel regarding existing metering equipment locations that may violate 
standards?  If exceptions are not on file, the associated costs are difficult to estimate 
accurately without utility interconnection filing and input. In that case, should we list these 
as unknowns/exclusions at this stage, given that final costing will depend on Xcel's review 
and interconnection studies? There have been no requests to Xcel Energy for 
exceptions.  

 
2. Utility Bills: Could you provide the last 12 months of Xcel Energy electric bills for the five 

specified sites Including interval data ? The RFP summaries currently only show total 
annual kWh, but we need the actual bills to review the rate schedules and unit costs.  A 
link is provided on the City Website for the electrical bills  for  each facility.   

 
3. ITC / Elective Pay Deadline: If contracts are executed in Q3/Q4, that leaves 

approximately one year to place these projects in service before the end-of-2027 ITC 
deadline. While this is tight on timing, it should be doable for these sized projects as long 
as full scale design and permitting work can begin in Q4 2026.  That said, Addendum 1 
question #4 states that cash purchase options should exclude ITC considerations. Does 
the City expect that these projects will not be placed in service by the end of 2027?  This 
is a pssiibly, but every effort should take place for a 2027 construction.   Why does 
the City require an analysis excluding the ITC, and is the City willing to invest if the 
projects do not qualify?  The City  is  looking for different financing  options, that 
could include use of ITC..  Please note that ITC disqualification would also impact a 
third-party owned solution, as tax equity is critical for outside investment returns.  

 
4. Budgeting & Financing: Has the City of Stillwater approved a budget for the cash 

purchase option, or is a no-cost third-party financing option preferred?  If the City does 
want to consider a cash purchase option, is there a maximum budget target or dollar 
amount that cannot be exceeded that we should be guided by?   The City has not 
approved a budget for this project.  

 



5. Return Thresholds: Is there a specific financial return threshold below which a project will 
not be approved to proceed? There is not a specific threshold, but financial return 
will be considered with the review of the proposals. 

6. May the NABCEP-certified PV installer and Minnesota licensed electrician requirements 
be met by a subcontractor on the Respondent team rather than by employees of the 
prime firm?  Yes., but they should be involved in the design process.  

7. Do Minnesota prevailing wage requirements apply to this project under any of the 
contract options?  The City does not require prevailing wages. If the City receives 
any funding it may be required.   

8. Can the City share roof age, condition, and warranty information, structural information  
contractor  contact  information and manufacturer for each Subject Site? Ages of roofs  

City Hall – 1996- Contractor GW Olson 

Public Works – 2026 – Full twenty-five year (25) warranty – Proficient Construction  

Fire Station – 2017 – Peterson Brothers Roofing  

Rec Center – 2025 – twenty-five (25) year warranty – J&A Northwestern  

Lilly Lake – I believe a coating was installed roughly ten (10) years ago, is slated for  

a new roof in the next couple of years.   

Note : A structural engineer report will be required on any and all roofing projects as 
per the Building Official.  

9. Is the Notice of Intent to Submit binding, or may a firm that submits the notice later 
decline to propose? The Notice of Intent is not binding.  

10. Can the City provide the following for each site: Not Able to obtain this information  
a. Site single line diagram and location of electrical room  
b. Site existing switchgear sizing, voltage, and any information on available 

breakers  
11. Do you have the amount of the grant that is allocated to each project, or to the city in 

general? I only ask, as this will definitely have an impact on the cash flow we generate 
and which procurement option might work out best for the city.  The City has not 
received any grant funding for design or constrcution for this project   

 
12.  Please provide the existing electrical service information for each site, including service 

voltage and kVA rating of transformer and one-line diagrams, where available for all the 
sites..  Not Able to obtain this information.  
 

13.   Are there restrictions on construction hours, safety zones, staging or laydown? 
Constrcution hours in the City are 7 am to 9 pm Monday through Friday and 9am to 
7pm on Saturday. Staging areas   an safety zones shall be determined during the 
design phase and approved by the City .   
 

14. Does the City require a single monitoring platform for all awarded sites? - Yes 
 



15. Could you please clarify whether proposing a Direct City Ownership option only is 
acceptable, or whether respondents are required to also provide a Direct City Ownership 
option with financing, Power Purchase Agreement?  The City encourage vendors to 
explore all options, but any funding will be considered.   

 

16. Given current market availability, many Tier 1 PV module manufacturers offer modules 
with approximately a 12-year product warranty and a 30-year warranty, rather than the 
25-year product and 25-year performance warranties specified in the RFP. Would the 
City accept modules with these alternative warranty terms, provided the proposed 
modules are Tier 1 and offer comparable or better overall quality, performance, and 

value? We would accept a minimum 15 year product warranty with a 
minimum 25 year performance warrantee. 
 

17. Level of community solar subscription, if any, that is currently being applied to each of the 
5 sites. The City has 2- 25 year solar garden subscription agreements with Sunrise 
CSG LLC and the Lindstrom Solar garden and the Sunrise Solar garden. 
Agreements for 1,400,00 KWH of electric energy for the St Croix Rec Center  and 
the Lily Lake Ice Arena.  
  

18. Is the City able and willing to reduce or re-assign community solar subscription allocation 
if needed to allow more on-site solar? Yes it could be considered.  The agreements would 
have to be reviewed  to make sure assignment is allowed and that the current Energy 
credit is not reduced.  
 

19.  Is the roof over the police facility/garage required to meet category 4 roof requirements? 
(Building Inspector / Ben / Mick?) In talking with the Building official – No it is not  
 

20. What timeline is expected for the Lilly Arena structure assessment and for the reroofing?  
The Lily lake roof project is on hold. A further study is ongoing, on a rehabilitation 
of the entire facility.  There is no timeline when constrcution will occur.  

 
21. City's Xcel rep/main contact: 

Mike Wilhemi 

Xcel Energy  
Community Relations Manager, Washington County & Chisago County 
3000 Maxwell Ave, Newport, MN 55055 
O: 612-216-8278 
  

a. Does Xcel have interval data on any of the subject buildings? No. 
b. Does Xcel have any known capacity issues in the Stillwater area that would limit / 

effect array proposals? For that question they may want to know the potential 
array sizes that could be explored so you can share what we have in the RFP as 
order-of-magnitude potentials: 

Recreation Center 365.2 

City Hall 57.6 

Lilly Lake Arena 162.4 

Public Works Facility 249.2 

Fire Station 83.2 

 917.6 

The vendor should contact Xcel energy for this information  


